
English III Syllabus 
 

Instructor: Mrs. Lytle 
Email: lytlem@colecamp.k12.mo.us 

 
Course Description: English III functions as both a literature course and a writing course. 
Students will read literature from American authors and explore the periods in which they wrote. 
This will mean learning the historical context of the readings and the specific periods of 
American Literature. Students will also participate in grammar units to prepare for the ACT, as 
well as a career unit which focuses on the resume, cover letter, and job searching, and tips for 
interviews. Students will also participate in at least one research assignment during the course.  
 
Texts and Supplies:    
 

Provided by the School 
Grammar and Composition Notebook 
American Literature Textbooks 
Fahrenheit 451 

Provided by the Student 
Three Ring Binder (1 in) 
Loose leaf Paper/ Notebook 
Binder Dividers 
Index Cards 

 
Grading: The following scale is used:  
 

A 96-100% B  
83-86% 

C  
73-76% 

D  
63-66% 

A- 90-95% B- 80-82% C- 70-72% D-  
60-62% 

B+ 87-89% C+ 77-79% D+ 67-69% F Below 60% 

 
Grades each semester will be based on weighted percentages as follows:  
In-class Assignments/Work: 15% 
Written Assignments: 45% 
Tests/ Quizzes: 40%  
*Semester Finals - Comprehensive- Worth 10% of your semester grade 

Grading Categories 
In-Class Assignments 
We will be completing several assignments in class. These assignments will be done either by 
the individual, during group work, or during whole class activities. You will receive points for 
completed assignments and your participation in each assignment/activity.  
 

mailto:lytlem@colecamp.k12.mo.us


Written Assignments 
Written assignments include any project which you complete either in class or at home, any work 
assigned for completion at home, or writing assignments such as the weekly writing prompts, the 
research assignment, or other assignments.  
 
Test/Quizzes 
You will be given quizzes and tests throughout the quarter. These may be from reading 
assignments, notes taken in class, or comprehensive unit exams.  
 
*Semester Finals - Comprehensive- worth 10% of your semester grade 
 

 
Course Procedures and Understandings 

Read each section thoroughly. Place an “X” in the blank to indicate your understanding & 
willingness to comply with classroom rules & procedures. 

 
Student Binders:  You will be required to keep an organized binder. Binders will be organized 
into the following tabs - 1.) Notes; 2.) In-class work and handouts; 3.) Written Assignments. 
Each of these sections will be sorted by date received/completed. Keeping an organized binder is 
a good way to be successful.  

____ I understand 
 

 
Bonus Points: I will not give out additional individual assignments throughout the semester to 
help students raise their course grades. I will, however, provide students with the opportunity to 
collect bonus points. These points will appear as extra credit questions on tests or quizzes at 
random or for unused hall passes. You can also earn extra credit for bringing in ONE of the 
following PER QUARTER: 2 boxes of tissues, 2 containers of hand sanitizer, 1 box of tissues 
and 1 container of hand sanitizer, OR 1 ream of printer paper. Each of these options are worth 
ten points. You can only receive these points once a quarter.  

______ I understand 
  
Hall Passes: Each student will be given three hall passes at the beginning of each quarter. Hall 
passes will be attached to the student’s agenda or kept in their binder. The teacher is not 
responsible for lost or stolen agendas or hall passes. Students will not be allowed to leave the 
classroom for any reason if they do not have their agenda. Hall passes may be used to visit the 
nurse, lockers, office, library, or the restroom. Whether or not a student is allowed to leave the 
classroom is solely at the teacher’s discretion—meaning, don't disrupt my instruction with a 
request to leave. Hall passes or agendas may not be shared with another student. Unused passes 



may be redeemed at the end of the quarter for bonus points (5 per pass-15 total).  
  

______I understand 
  

Late Work: I generally do not appreciate late work. However, I understand that to err is human. 
For full credit, you must turn work in on the day it is due. If you turn it in the following day, you 
receive a 10% deduction in grade. If you turn it in on the third day, you will receive a 25% 
deduction in grade. I WILL NOT accept any late work beyond the third day. Please stay on top 
of your work!!   

  ______I understand 
  
 
Absences: If you are absent, you will have time to make up the work from the day you were 
absent—in accordance with the handbook. It is YOUR responsibility to get the work, ask any 
questions, and complete it by the date given to you. Upon returning from an absence, you should 
check the Absent Work folder for any work you have missed. Some facts about absent work: 
1.   If work is not picked up in time, you will not be eligible to make it up. This includes tests. 
2.   If  you miss the due date, I will not accept the work. 
3.   If you are going to be gone on a school sponsored trip, you MUST ask for work IN 
ADVANCE.  
4.  Work due the day that you are gone on a school trip MUST be turned in BEFORE you go. 
This includes work and tests we will do that day in class, as well as speech presentations. You 
may give the work directly to me, slip it under my door, or give it to a reliable student to turn in.  
5.   If  you are absent on the day you are scheduled to give a presentation, you will give that 
presentation on the day you return, no exceptions. 
6. Do not assume that by just grabbing your assignments from the Absent Work folder that you 
have completely made up your absence. On that same note, if there is nothing in the Absent 
Work folder do not assume that there is nothing to make up. YOU MUST TALK TO ME IF 
YOU ARE ABSENT! This is the ONLY way to ensure you are properly caught up.I also will not 
speak to you about your absent work unless you have your admit slip in hand. This is a way to 
teach personal responsibility.  

_______I understand 
 
Tests:  Makeup tests will be scheduled before or after school, or during seminar following a 
student absence. It is the YOUR responsibility to schedule these makeup tests with me. You will 
have the same amount of time to complete a makeup test as you do for homework.  

_______ I understand 
 
 



Behavior/ General Information 
 Listed below is a list of general behavioral expectations and other classroom procedural 
information. Place an “X” in the blank to indicate your understanding & willingness to 
comply.  
 
___ I understand that polite and appropriate behavior is expected. I understand that I will be 
removed from the classroom if I engage in inappropriate behavior and a detention may be issued. 
Appropriate behavior includes the following: 

● keeping derogatory comments about other students/teachers out of the classroom 
● using appropriate language 
●  remaining seated during class time, unless otherwise directed by the teacher 
●  not distracting other students (this includes talking, whispering, shuffling body or papers, 

tapping pencils, humming, blurting, foot-tapping, etc.) 
● refraining from working on other homework unless otherwise permitted. You will lose 

what you are working on and it may very possibly go in the trash. 
● Respecting all electronic devices in the classroom as if they were your own. Computers 

are there for your academic use and will be used only for that use. You will not adjust 
any screens or settings on classroom computers.  

● Respecting all furniture in the room. Do not rock back in your chairs. Do not draw on the 
desks.  

  
___ I understand I will keep beverages or snacks/food out of the classroom unless otherwise 
instructed by the teacher.  This includes finishing parts of breakfast or lunch within the room. I 
understand that I may bring a water bottle to class, but this will be kept on the floor.  
  
___ I understand I must be punctual to class.  If I am not on time, I understand that I will be 
counted tardy and will be penalized by a loss of daily points and/or a detention.  I understand that 
the policy concerning tardies in the student handbook will be followed in this class.  If I am a 
first hour student, I understand that after two excused tardies a quarter, any subsequent tardies 
will be counted as such. 
  
___ I understand that the use of electronic devices to listen to music is only permitted during 
times specified by the teacher. This generally be during independent work. I understand that the 
use of electronic devices is a privilege, not a right. Use of electronic devices during any other 
time will result in first a warning, then the device will be confiscated and turned into the office. 
Repeated offenses will result in loss of the privilege in using electronic devices. I understand that 
these electronic devices will be used ONLY to listen to music. Using these devices for internet 
access, social media, etc. will result in the device being confiscated and possible detention. I 



further understand that earbuds and headphones must remain out of ears/off of head until such 
time is designated. Volume must be kept to a reasonable level so others cannot hear.  
 
___ I understand I am to refrain from writing/carving upon my desk or in my textbook. This is 
considered vandalism and will result in an automatic detention, no exceptions. 
  
___ I understand that if a perceived discrepancy exists between the computer grade record and 
the score on the student paper, my original graded paper must be produced in order for the 
grade to be changed.  I also understand if I wish to dispute a grade, this issue must be brought to 
the teacher’s attention before the next grading period which includes mid-term. 
  
___ I understand that any individual concerns which I might have about my grade, other 
student’s behavior, etc. should be addressed to my teacher during my teacher’s plan time or some 
other scheduled time. Do not use class time.  
  
___ I understand that in order to succeed and learn I must actively participate in class activities 
in a way my teacher can see and hear. 
 
___ I understand that my teacher has the right to teach, and I have the right to learn. I further 
understand that this means that I will do my best to be engaged in class activities and not disrupt 
the learning process.  
  
___ I understand that any rules stated within the student handbook apply within this class even if 
not stated in these student understandings. 
  
___ I understand that I and my parent/guardian are responsible for fully reading the class 
syllabus and asking any questions concerning the class at the beginning of the semester. I 
understand that signing this document is an acknowledgement that I and my parent/guardian 
have read and will abide by the information in the syllabus as well.Signing this document with 
you and your parent’s signature is your first assignment and will count as a grade.  
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 



 
English III 
Student Name/ Hour (printed): _________________________________   
  
After reading through the syllabus and asking any questions, please sign below indicating you 
understand what is expected in this course and within this class setting.  Please take this 
document home and have a parent review the class syllabus and understandings as well. Signing 
this document with you and your parent’s signature is your first assignment and will count as a 
grade.  
  
________________________   Date __________________________ 
Student signature 
________________________   Date __________________________ 
Parent/Guardian signature 
 
 
The signed copy of this document is due to Mrs. Lytle by September 1st.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


